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August23,2002 
PUBLIC INVITED TO OPEN HOUSE AT EIU'S NEAL WELCOME CENTER 
CHARLESTON - An open house will take place from 10 a.m. to 12 :30 p.m. Friday, Aug. 30, for 
persons interested in seeing Eastern Illinois University's newly opened Neal Welcome Center, located on 
the corner of Lincoln Avenue and Douglas Drive. 
The building, made possible through the generosity of Burnham and Nancy Neal of Mattoon and 
the late Rosemary Neal of Toledo, will serve as the new home to the EIU Foundation and the university's 
Office of Development. 
Features of the building include a two-story atrium, elevator, gallery, board room, library, 
conference room, administrative offices and basement. 
Burnham Neal, founder of Neal Tire and Auto Service stores located throughout the Midwest, 
along with his wife and sister, began envisioning a university welcome center more than a decade ago. 
Three gifts totaling $2 million funded the purchase of land and construction of the 7,000 -plus square-foot, 
two-story facility 
The gifts hold special significance in that the Neals, who are not EIU alumni, have been loyal 
supporters of East ern for many years. 
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E astern Illinois University emphasizes distinguished teaching in the liberal arts, sciences and selected professions. A traditional, residential state university of recognized quality, Eastern enrolls more than 10,000 students in undergraduate and graduate programs. 
The university, located in Charleston, also serves the region through a variety of non-credit and off-site degree programs, as well as cultural 
and recreational opportunities. Eastern's pursuit of excellence attracts well-qualified students of an increasingly diverse population and a 
teaching faculty active in research and public service who utilize the latest technology. 
www.eiu.edu 
